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The L.I.G.H.T.

(L.iving I.n G.od’s H.ands T.ogether)

Saint Mary Youth Community

Information Booklet
Welcome To All:  Congratulations Freshpersons,  you are about to encounter an important change…you are now a member of St. Mary Youth Community and welcome to participate with us in our Sunday evening gatherings, social events, retreats, diocesan gatherings, service projects, etc…  We believe that faith grows through relationships with others, a true experience of the Body of Christ.  We do not believe you are “the church of the future,” you are “the church now.” 

The entire Youth Community is ready to welcome you!

Mission:  Our mission is to help empower youth and their families to grow spiritually, emotionally and physically and to actively participate in the life mission and work of the Church.  (Translation:  We want to help you and your families stay healthy and be an active part of the parish.)

History:  The Youth Community began in 1989 in the dark, dank basement room of the old St. Mary School on Congdon Street, the building now known as CCA.  The high school youth would attend Religious Education classes 3 nights a month with the 4th night being a youth group night.  This quickly evolved into a new ministry at St. Mary with weekly youth group meetings in addition to retreats, service projects/trips, leadership camps, ski trips, and attendance at diocesan, national and international events.  
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Curriculum – How and why we do what we do.  Our curriculum is a combination of youth input and the Diocese of Lansing High School Theology Curriculum.  Over the course of the 4 years we will study, discuss and experience the following topics:

· Why Be Catholic?

· Creed

· Christian Morality

· Catholic Social Teaching

· The History of the Church

· Scripture

· Sacraments

· Christology

· Vocations

· Mary and the Saints

· Trinity

· Prayer

· Relationships

Our members explore these themes and how they relate to their everyday lives through community building activities, scripture study, large group presentation by adults and youth, service, justice, worship, leadership experiences and most importantly through their small group.  Our small groups are led by trained youth facilitators and are composed of youth from all grades.  These groups stay together for the entire year and strong bonds of faith and friendship are the result.  Our primary text is the Catholic Youth Bible along with Church documents and resources from a wide variety of youth ministry publishers.
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Confirmation:  

1. St. Mary Church will offer the Confirmation preparation process every year for those youth in 9th grade or above who have participated in 2 years of RE/YM.

2. We will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation in the winter/spring prior to completion of the mentoring process with the expectation that the youth and mentor will continue to meet until spring.
3. A CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, 2015 AFTER THE 10AM MASS.   We will let you know ASAP when we have a Confirmation date.
4. Attendance is mandatory for the Confirmation Candidate and their mentor (or parent in the  absence of a mentor) on Sunday, October TBD beginning at the 10am mass and finishing up around 4pm.  Lunch will be served…and fun will be had by all!
Policies:

· Weather –When in doubt, please check our website, www.stmarychelsea.org or call the office @ 475-3250 or my cell:  734-395-3625 or check on Facebook (St. Mary Youth Community) or Twitter (@ymhahn)..

· Cars – Our members come to meetings from school, work, practices, rehearsals, and home.  Many drive themselves.  Please discuss with your youth your family policy about riding in cars with other youthful drivers.  

· Driving-  Under no circumstances may a youth drive themselves to any St. Mary or Diocese of Lansing sponsored function outside of the Chelsea area.  Chaperones, over the age of 21, are recruited to drive.

· Permission slips-  All off-site activities require a newly signed permission slip.  No slip, no trip!

· Health history forms- All off-site activities also require a health history form.  One copy will suffice for the entire year unless health conditions change.  You will find one attached.  
· Registration form and tuition :  Registration forms are attached. Hint:  Use the coupon!
· Attendance:  We understand that you probably belong to many communities; athletic, musical, dramatic and some of you work or actually need to study occasionally.  When the need arises, please feel free to skip out on us.  Just let us know. Designate a youth community season just like you do with soccer, track, football, dance, etc…
Events/Calendar:

· Youth Community Meetings – The YC normally meets every Sunday, 6-8pm, from early September to early June, with breaks for Christmas and spring break.    Additionally, we continue to meet on many summer Wednesdays @ Mary Lou’s house/Gary’s/member’s homes from 6-8pm for swimming, volleyball, mushball, etc… 
Youth Involvement

Our parish youth are involved in many ministries and activities at St. Mary.  The youth community has a long history of involvement as teachers and aides at the primary level of our Religious Education program and Vacation Bible school, as well as being altar servers.  Once confirmed, many choose to participate in the ministries of lector, Eucharistic minister, and Confirmation mentor.  

Parental Involvement

Of course you are welcome at any time!  Our goal is not to create a separate church for youth, but to encourage faith growth for the entire family within our faith community.  With that in mind, parents are always encouraged to experience youth community evenings, to chaperone retreats, attend diocesan events, and participate in our summer workcamps.  You are needed, wanted, loved and appreciated.  If you are interested in volunteering with the youth community, we have several training opportunities available.  Please call Mary Lou for information.

Registration and Tuition Information

It is imperative that we have current registration/health history information, including email and cell phone when applicable.  Please return the forms as soon as possible.  One health history form will suffice for the entire year unless health conditions change.  Tuition is $100 for 1 youth, $200 for 2  or more youth.  Almost every activity (Jamboree, DYLC, NCYC, retreats, etc…) we participate in is subsidized by up to 50% through the parish budget.  Please let us know if the tuition payment creates a hardship for your family, scholarships are available.

For more information

Please feel free to call the Youth Ministry Office if you have any questions or concerns.

475-3250 - YM Office

395-3625 – ML Cell

Upcoming Dates

Sunday, May 10:  Youth Community: Honoring our Seniors, 6-8pm
Sunday, May 17:  Baccalaureate Mass @10am, Youth Community, 6-8pm

Sunday, May 24:  No Youth Community, Memorial Day Weekend

Wed,, June 17:  Wednesday on the Water (WOW) @ Gary Galvin’s BBQ & Swimming, 6-8pm

Sunday, June 21-

Friday, June 26:  Diocesan Youth Leadership Camp

Tuesday, June 20:  Cedar Point Day 

Wed., July 8:  WOW @ MaryLou’s on Clear Lake, BBQ, swimming, paddleboarding, kayaking

Sunday,July 26-

Sat.,August 1:  Summer Mission Trip To Habitat for Humanity, Owensboro, KY

Mon., August 3-

Friday, August 7:  Vacation Bible School

Saturday, August 8:  Mushball Tournament @ St. Gerard, Lansing

Sunday, August 9:  DYLC reunion at St. Mary, 10am Mass, reunion in parish hall11am-1pm

Check often for more dates.
