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Welcome to St. Mary’s Confirmation Preparation Process!  We congratulate you on your decision to discover more about God, as revealed through Jesus and Scripture, Faith, The Church and ultimately, yourself in an effort to make a responsible choice about the sacrament of Confirmation.  We hope that the information that follows and the orientation meeting will answer any questions you may have.

The Church’s understanding and practice of the sacrament of Confirmation has undergone radical changes in the last three decades, resulting in the recovery of catechumen model of initiation, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.  When applied to the preparation of senior high youth, we realize that it must be understood in a much larger context than religious education alone.  We can no longer be satisfied with “just the facts.”  Young people need and deserve far more than that, and the church of today is mandated to give them more.

What is that “more” that we, the church, are called to provide as we invite youth into deeper initiation in the life of the Christian community?  Ministries of welcome, evangelization and the development of relationships within the Christian community aid the youth in his/her choice to become a responsible and active member of this community.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us, “Confirmation should strive to awaken a sense of belonging to the Church of Jesus Christ, the universal Church as well as the parish community.  The latter (parish community) bears a special responsibility for the preparation of the confirmands.”#1309

As a faith community we are called to celebrate the preparation process through:

Prayer Partners

Mentoring


Hospitality

Youth Ministry

Religious Education

Rites of Enrollment/Election   


           

Parish Support

 
Enablement


Advocacy on behalf          









of the candidates

We look forward to the exciting months ahead as a time of growth not only for the Confirmation candidates but for the entire faith community.

In response to your unique gifts and needs, we have developed a process that promises to help you grow in your understanding of our faith and community.  We are well aware of the demands on your time through school, work, homework, sports and other extracurricular activities.  We are excited that this process affirms your decision to prepare for Confirmation, aids you in living a Catholic Christian life and respects your time commitments.   The following are the components of our process.

REGISTRATION FORMS AND ESSAY

You will find registration forms at the back of this packet.  Please fill out and return as soon as possible.  With your registration forms, please include an essay of approximately 350 words answering the question, “What type of disciple do I want to be?”  
MENTORING

With the help of your parents, you are asked to choose a mentor, a same sex adult, whom you would consider to be a role model as a member of a Catholic Christian community.  Some qualities to look for in making your choice would be:

1.  An adult who would take a personal interest in you, the candidate.

2.  An adult whose beliefs, values, behavior, accomplishments and style of life reflect his/her Catholic faith,  a faithstyle and lifestyle the candidate would like to adopt in his/her own life.

3.  An adult who is continuing to search and grow in his/her relationship with God 

      and in his/her faith.

4.  An adult who is able to let the young person know that questions, doubt, 

and confusion as well as joy, grace and discovery are normal outcomes of maturing faith.

5.  An adult who will provide an open ear to the youth.

6.  An adult who has the time and desire to fulfill the role of mentor.

You and your mentor will meet for a total of two/three hours a month to discuss that month’s topic.  St. Mary will provide all the materials and some talk triggers to help get the discussion going.  Your monthly packet (one each for candidate and mentor) will include two to three pages of reading material and some reflection questions to be completed in advance of your mentor meeting.  You and your mentor will have as many options as you can think of in meeting.  For instance:

-meet 2 times a month for 1 ½ hours or…

-meet 1 time a month for 3 hours or…

-meet at McDonalds, Thompson’s or the Common Grill for dinner and discussion or…

-meet with another candidate and mentor or…

-meet at the Parish Center or…

-meet in the candidate’s or mentor’s home, with other family members 

  present (they may even want to join the conversation) or…

-meet in the Gathering Space after Mass.

As you can see the possibilities are endless.  

When you have completed that month’s topic, you are asked to fill out the evaluation form included with your monthly materials and leave it in the Confirmation Evaluation box located in the RE/YM hall.  You will also be able to pick up the new materials for the following month at that time.  Monthly packets will also be available online @ www.stmarychelsea.org.  Just click on the Confirmation monthly packet button. 

In this packet is a description of the role of mentor for you to give to the person you have chosen.  If you are new to St. Mary or unable to find a suitable mentor, please contact Mary Lou.

RETREAT DAY:  AT JAMBOREE, Sunday, November 6
Jamboree is a full day experience of the young church of today.  600-800 youth from all over the diocese gather for workshops, keynote speakers, Mass with Bishop Boyea and a HUGE dance.  Lunch and dinner will be served.  Candidates will be required to take  Workshop #2 The Great and Wonderful Holy Spirit (Round 2).  They may choose any workshop that looks interesting to them for Round 1. The cost of $60  is subsidized by St. Mary by $20 per person with a net cost to you of $40.  Scholarships are available.  We will need chaperones for the day.  Jamboree begin at 10am and finishes up at 8pm.  A permission slip is included in this packet.  Transportation to & from is TBD.  
ST. MARY YOUTH COMMUNITY 
We encourage regular participation in the St. Mary Youth Community on Sunday evenings from 6-8pm.  Each night is freestanding so it’s not an issue if you can’t make a meeting.  It is important that we help our youth see Confirmation as a beginning in their adult faith journey rather than a graduation.  Jesus said, “Go and make disciples!” not “Go home, you’re done! No need to grow in faith!”
The Youth Community helps our youth exercise their faith in real life situations and helps them find hope and courage for the daily joys and challenges that life, high school, family and friends bring.

50 QUESTIONS AND THE SAINT REPORT

You had to know we wouldn’t forget these!  As in previous years, we will have a 50 Question Project to help you with your knowledge of the Catholic Church and a Saint Report to help you choose a name and learn more about that saint.  Answers and saint info is easily available online.  We also have some great print resources on the saints. 50 Questions  and the Saint Report are due in April, 2017
SERVICE

Jesus is our model of a servant leader.  So that our lives may more closely follow the example of Jesus, the candidates, parents, and mentors, if possible are encouraged to participate in a Confirmation Community Service Project such as our Summer Mission Trip, training and serving as a Reader or Eucharistic Minister, serving at VBS or Faith in Action. This project can benefit the faith community or the larger secular community.  The candidates will also pledge themselves to yearly service.  Report your service to MaryLou as you accomplish it. 

INVOLVEMENT IN THE FAITH COMMUNITY

While Sunday Mass is the most important and most obvious involvement in the life of the Faith Community, many groups exist to serve and enhance the life of the parish.  From the list provided, choose a parish organization and attend a meeting to discover their purpose and role in the life of St. Mary Faith Community.  Your mentor may already belong to one of these groups and can attend the meeting with you.  If not taking your mentor along may make you feel more comfortable.  When attending the meeting, please introduce yourself and let them know why you are there.

All of these groups welcome your attendance and participation.  Most of their meeting times are published in the weekly bulletin.

Pastoral Council

Finance Council

Liturgy Committee

Christian Service

Knights of Columbus

Contemporary Choir
Youth Group


Traditional Choir

Altar Servers

Social Committee

Youth Retreat Planning
Marian Prayer Group

Lector Formation*

Eucharistic Minister Formation* 

*While you are not yet eligible for these ministries until after you have been confirmed, you are most welcome to participate in the training.

PRAYER PARTNERS 

On the weekend of October 15/16, the names of the Confirmation Candidates will be posted in the Gathering Space.  Parishioners will be encouraged to choose a young person’s name and pray for that youth throughout the preparation process.

THE CONFIRMATION DATE

TO BE DETERMINED
The dates requested are Wednesday, Feb. 15, Feb. 22 & Feb. 1.
The Confirmation Candidate’s

Rights and Responsibilities

As a member of St. Mary Faith Community preparing for Confirmation, you have the right

1.  To discover more about Confirmation through participation in the preparation process.

2.  To ask questions and learn more about your Church.

3.  To obtain/be assigned a mentor.

4.  To participate in St. Mary Youth Ministry.

5.  To a prayer partner who will remember you in their thoughts and prayers throughout your preparation.

6.  To choose a Confirmation name.

7.  To investigate various options for service.

8.  To some online time at St. Mary’s to research Catholic resources.

As a member of St. Mary Faith Community preparing for Confirmation you have the responsibility 
1.  To be open to God’s call in your life.

2.  To meet with your mentor on a timely basis and complete the evaluation form.
3.  To participate in the Rites of Enrollment and Election.
4.  To complete all those forms: registration, sponsor, mentor, Baptismal/1st Eucharist records if not at St. Mary.
5.  To choose service activities. 
6.  To participate in Jamboree.
7.  To research and report on the Saint’s name that you have chosen.
8.  To participate in an Offertory Procession.
9.  To complete the 50 Questions worksheet by using the Catholic Directory and our online Catholic resources.
10.  To participate in Youth Ministry activities or other faith formation activities, as well as Mass.
A NOTE TO THE CANDIDATES AND PARENT/S

The very fact that you have received and are reading this material implies your desire and that of your parent/s to learn more about the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Our preparation process concentrates on discovering and maturing the faith you already possess, on deepening your knowledge and belief of the doctrine and tradition of the Catholic faith and understanding the integral part you play in it.

We assume that because of your desire to investigate the Confirmation process, you have knowledge of basic Catholic beliefs and practices from previous involvement in Religious Education and/or Youth Ministry as well as (and more importantly) what has been lived and taught in your home.

St. Mary Confirmation policy requires two years of Religious Education/Youth Ministry prior to preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  If you have been home-schooled and have participated in the life and worship of the community, you are, no doubt, prepared for this process.  If you have not been actively discussing faith and the Catholic religion and participating in the worship life of the community, we ask that you contact Mary Lou as soon as possible so that we can find the best way to bring everyone “up to speed.”

We encourage and appreciate the parents desire to help your youth make the choice to receive Confirmation but affirm the candidates right to make the final decision.  Your participation through conversation, support, reminders of mentor meetings, occasional “nagging” about reading material, attendance at Mass and the opportunity for your youth to see you “walk the talk” is crucial.

The next eight months can and should be a time of tremendous faith growth for all of us, the candidates, families and the entire community of St. Mary.

ALL PAPERWORK, REGISTRATION, SPONSOR AND MENTOR INFORMATION MUST BE SUBMITTED BY OCTOBER 15/16
If you should have any concerns, questions or ideas, please feel free to contact me.

In Christ (right there with you!),
MaryLou

Saint Mary Office of Youth Ministry

734-475-3250
hahnsetta@gmail.com
MENTOR INVITATION AND INFORMATION

Congratulations!
The young person who has given you this paper is asking you to be his/her mentor through the Confirmation Preparation Process.  The candidate has chosen you because they believe you are:

1.  an adult who would take a personal interest in him/her.

2.  an adult whose beliefs, values, behavior, accomplishments and style of life reflect your Catholic faith, a faithstyle and lifestyle the candidate would like to adopt in his/her own life.

3.  an adult who is continuing to search and grow in your relationship with God and you faith.

4.  an adult who is able to let the him/her know that questions, doubts and confusion as well as joy, grace and discovery are normal outcomes of maturing faith.

5.  an adult who will provide an open ear to him/her.

6.  an adult who has the time and desire to fulfill this role.

Only you can determine if, at this time in your life, you are able to commit the time required.  For you to make an informed decision to mentor this young person, we have listed the responsibilities below.

The mentor and the candidate will meet for a total of three hours a month, October through May, to discuss that month’s topic.  St. Mary will provide all the materials and some talk triggers to get you started.  Your monthly packet (one each for candidate and mentor) will include two to three pages of reading material and reflection questions to be completed in advance of your meeting.  The Office of Youth Ministry and Religious Education will be available to provide any other resource material you would like and to answer any questions that may arise.  You and your candidate will have as many options as you can think of in meeting.

For instance

-meet 2 times a month for 1 ½ hours or…-meet 1 time a month for 3 hours or…

-meet at Wendy’s or McDonald’s (or the Common Grill if you want to go big time) for dinner and discussion or…-meet with another mentor and candidate or…-meet at the Parish Center or Youth House or…

-meet in the mentor’s or candidate’s home, with other family member present (who knows? they may even want to join the conversation!) 

As you can see, the possibilities are endless.

An Afternoon of Reflection is scheduled for Sunday, October 19 from 11am-3PM in the Parish Center.  You are encouraged to attend with your candidate.  This will be a time for icebreakers and “getting to know you” activities, and initial presentation and discussion.  Additionally, we will take time for the mentors to get together for information and formation so that you will feel equipped to fulfill this mentorship role.

Please be aware that we are not asking you to be a teacher or catechist to this young person.  After all the years of Religious Ed and Youth Ministry experienced by most of these youth and the living and teaching 

of Catholic Christian values and beliefs in their families, what these young people need is an adult who will make the journey of maturing faith with them.

The candidate is aware that you may not be able to give an immediate decision.  Please pray and reflect on this commitment and then notify the candidate.  Thank you.                            

SPONSOR INFORMATION

You are asked to submit the name, address and parish affiliation of your sponsor by October 15/16, 2016.

Your sponsor should be:


-a person of faith, a practicing Catholic


-a person who knows you and can witness to your maturing faith before the community


-a guide, confident and listener


-a learner who is interested in their own faith growth


-someone who will continue the faith/life journey with the candidate after Confirmation


-is at least 16 years of age


-is not bound by any church penalty


-is not the parent of the candidate


-may be male or female.

Your mentor may be your sponsor.  However you have the option of choosing a sponsor since both may present you and witness your Confirmation.

Please write your essay on the reverse side.  What type of disciple do I want to be?
Saint Mary Office of Youth Ministry

CANDIDATE INFORMATION

Name_________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________

Phone_______________________________
E-Mail:______________________

Birthdate____________________________

Baptismal Date_______________________(if at St. Mary, Chelsea)

Baptismal Certificate__________________(required if not at St. Mary, Chelsea)

1st Eucharist Date/Place________________________________________________

____I have been involved in Religious Education/Youth Ministry in the past 2 years.

____I have not been involved in Religious Education/Youth Ministry in the past 2 years.

Sponsor Name____________________________________________

Sponsor Address__________________________________________

Phone______________________E-Mail____________________________

Parish Affliation__________________________________________

Mentor Name_____________________________________________

Mentor Address___________________________________________

Phone______________________E-Mail_______________________

Parish Affiliation__________________________________________

